
 

If your rabbit or guinea pig’s hutch is 
not cleaned out regularly, if their 
bottoms get dirty, or if they are 
overweight, elderly, arthritic, have 
dental issues or are prone to diarrhoea 
then they are at HIGH RISK of fly strike.  
However, even young healthy rabbits 
get dirty bottoms every so often. 

Fly strike is most commonly seen in the 
warmer spring/summer months and 
occurs when rabbit/guinea pig’s rear 
ends become damp and smelly which 
attracts flies, normally 
blue/greenbottles, to lay their eggs 
there.  It is usually once the eggs hatch 
out into maggots, which in the summer 
months can take just a few hours, 
when the rabbit can really become 

 

 

 

Angry Adders 

The European adder is the only 

snake, native to the UK, which is 

venomous.  Adder bites are 

commonly seen in the spring and 

summer months, although they 

generally only bite when provoked. 

 

Adult adders usually measure 

between 50-60cm in length, and 

can be distinguished by a blackish-

brown zig-zag pattern on their back 

and a v-shaped marking on their 

head. 

In domestic pets, most commonly 

dogs, these venomous bites can 

often be life threatening, therefore if 

you suspect that your dog has been 

bitten by an adder it is wise to take 

him for a check over by the vet 

sooner, rather than later.   

Signs to look out for include: 

localised swelling, bruising, at least 

1 puncture wound may be visible, 

drooling, vomiting, diarrhoea, 

drowsiness and depression and 

pale gums.  In severe cases 

twitching or fitting may be 

witnessed.   

The most successful course of 

treatment is the administration of 

anti venom, however its efficacy 

depends upon the individual, as 

well as how long prior to treatment 

the animal was bitten. We will also 

often put the dog on intravenous 

fluids for up to 24 hours as a means 

of supportive treatment.  

 

 
 
 

It is common in spring and summer to find 

young birds on the ground with no sign of 

their parents around. This is perfectly 

normal. There is no need to be worried the 

parents are probably just away collecting 

food or keeping a watchful eye somewhere 

nearby.  

If a fledgling is removed from the wild, its 

chances of long term survival will be cut.  

If the bird is on a busy path or road it should 

be moved to a safer place but make sure 

you put it down within hearing reach so its 

parents can find it. 

 

The first thing to do is to figure out if the 
baby bird is a nestling or a fledgling. 

Most of the baby bird’s people find are 
fledglings. These are young birds that have 
just left the nest, are still under the care of 
their parents, and do not need our help.  

If the bird has no feathers or is not covered 
in fluffy down (a nestling) it has obviously 
fallen out of the nest and should be put back.  

 

If the bird is obviously injured then please 

call a local wildlife rescue center or bring in 

to us to check over. 

   

    

  

   

 

     

 

 

 

    

 

       

    

  

 

 
 
 

Oathall 
Veterinary Group 
30 Oathall Road 
Haywards Heath 

West Sussex 
RH16 3EQ 

 
Phone (01444) 440224 
 

24 Hour emergency 
service provided on site 
7 days a week.  Please 
always phone us first. 

 
www.oathall-vets.co.uk 
 

Opening Hours: 
Monday- 8am – 7pm 
Tuesday- 8am – 7pm 

Wednesday-8am – 7pm 
Friday- 8am – 7pm 

Thursday- 8am -7pm 
Saturday- 9am -12pm 

 
We also offer evening 

appointments 
 Mon-Weds and Fri  

7pm and 8pm  
& Sat Afternoon 

 2-3pm  
These appointments 
incur and extra fee. 

 

 

 

 

Baby Birds 

http://www.oathall-vets.co.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://rmkm.org.in/custom/facebook-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://logo-kid.com/facebook-logo-jpg-download.htm&h=296&w=997&tbnid=FkJOuIPnWc2D0M:&zoom=1&docid=_3yuvNHZMMax3M&ei=FbDcVMaCIsq3UeK1gbgF&tbm=isch&ved=0CFEQMygVMBU


 

Although spring can be a beautiful time of year, and many of the ‘green fingered’ 
among us take to our gardens, it is worthwhile to take note of several plants and 
flowers that can upset our pets this season: 

-Daffodils, when ingested, can cause vomiting, diarrhoea, lethargy and a high 
temperature.  In severe cases your pet may collapse. 
 
 

 
 
 

-Crocus leaves, flowers and bulbs may cause mild gastrointestinal irritation in 
cats and dogs with vomiting and diarrhoea. This will be seen within 2-4 hours 
and resolve within 24-36 hours.  
 
-Hyacinth ingestion can cause gastrointestinal irritation with vomiting and 
lethargy. Effects come on rapidly and usually last a few hours. 

-Iris poisoning only occurs from two types: the stinking iris and the yellow flag 
but these are countryside plants and not commonly seen in gardens. Ingestion 
may cause mouth discomfort and vomiting and diarrhoea. 

-Lilies are very poisonous to cats; ingestion of these may cause severe 
poisoning and all parts of the plant are toxic, even the pollen, which cats may 
lick off their fur. The initial signs are salivation, vomiting, lack of appetite, 
lethargy and depression and usually start within 2-6 hours.  

There may be excessive drinking and urinating. If left untreated the kidneys will 
start to deteriorate. Convulsions can occur in animals with severe renal failure.  
Death occurs after 3-7 days. Prognosis is excellent in cats if prompt treatment 
is sought.  Ingestion of lilies in dogs generally only causes gastrointestinal upset 
and does not cause renal failure.  

All parts of Tulips are toxic, particularly the bulb. In cats and dogs the main 
signs are salivation, vomiting, diarrhoea, flatulence and abdominal pain. The 
signs often resolve within 24 hours.  

 

If you suspect your pet has eaten any part of any of the above 
plants please contact us as soon as possible. 

 

  

 

  

    

 

 

  

 

   

  

  

  

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dermatologist 

Does your pet suffer from 
recurrent skin irritation? 

Dermatology or skin 
disease can be really 

challenging to manage. It is 
upsetting for pets and 

frustrating for owners and 
veterinary surgeons alike. 

We have recently 
welcomed Charlie Walker, 

an independent 
dermatologist, to do clinics 

at our practice. 

Charlie is the only 

independent, full-time 
veterinary dermatologist 

working solely within the 
South-East. He has 

complete clinical freedom 
from corporate practice 

prescribing constraints. 

The initial consultations are 

up to ninety minutes long 
with follow-up consultations 

of thirty to forty-five 
minutes. Before these 

consultations, Charlie 
gathers and collates the 

historical information on 
the course of the skin 

problem to date. Some 
tests are performed during 

the consultation and other 
samples may be taken for 

further analysis at external 
laboratories. Charlie aims 

to establish a long-term 
treatment plan which is 

individually tailored to your 
pet. 

Advice sheets detailing 
further treatment plans are 

provided and case 
discussions with the 

referring Veterinary 
Surgeon take place. A full 

summary report is also 
produced for the referring 

vet.You can visit his 
website at: 
http://www.theskinvet.net
/ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Repeat Prescriptions 
We usually require 24 hours’ notice for dispensing prescriptions and 48 hours for providing written prescriptions. If 

you ring us by 10.30 am we will try to have the items ready for collection the same day.  

If possible, give longer notice to allow for items which may be out of stock. 

Oathall vets offer a 24 hour emergency service for our clients on our premises with our own vets and 
nurses. 

We have a fully equipped surgery where your pet will be treated by a vet they know and who knows them. 

 

Important new rules for pet travel to Europe after Brexit 
Advice for pet owners planning to take a pet to any EU country after 29 

March 2019 in the event of the UK leaving the EU without a deal. 

The rules for taking your pet to any EU country will change if the UK leaves the EU with no deal and is 
treated as an unlisted country.  You must get your dog, cat or ferret microchipped and then vaccinated 
against rabies before it can travel.                                                                                                                                                 
However, to allow effective contingency planning in the worst case scenario of the UK not being 
granted third country status, you’ll need to take the following steps to make sure your pet can travel 
after 29 March 2019: 

1. You must get your dog, cat or ferret microchipped and then vaccinated against rabies before it can 
travel.  

2. Your pet must have a blood sample taken at least 30 days after the rabies vaccination. You’ll need 
to talk to your vet about whether you need a rabies vaccination or booster before this test. 

3. Your vet must send the blood sample to an EU-approved blood testing laboratory. 
4. The results of the blood test must show that the vaccination was successful (Your pet must have a 

rabies antibody level of at least 0.5 IU/ml). 

5. You must wait 3 months from the date the successful blood sample was taken before you travel. 

6. You must take your pet to an Official Veterinarian no more than 10 days before travel to get a health 
certificate. 

7. Animals that have had previously had a blood titre test and whose vaccinations have been kept up 
to date, would not be required to repeat the blood test before travel. 

If there’s no deal, pet passports issued in the UK would not be valid for travel to the EU. 

 

(This information has been taken from the DEFRA website and is correct at time of printing but may be subject to change) 
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https://www.gov.uk/take-pet-abroad/listed-and-unlisted-countries
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/pet-movement/approved-labs/index_en.htm

