
 

 

30 Oathall Road 

Haywards Heath 

West Sussex 

RH16 3EQ 

 
 

Phone (01444) 440224 

 

24 Hour emergency service 

provided on site 

7 days a week.  Please always 

phone us first. 

 

www.oathall-vets.co.uk 
 

Opening Hours: 

Monday- 8am – 7pm Tuesday- 

8am – 7pm 

Wednesday-8am – 7pm 

Thursday- 8am -7pm 

Friday- 8am – 7pm 

Saturday- 9am -12pm 

 

We also offer evening 

appointments 

Mon-Weds and Fri 

7pm and 8pm 

& Sat Afternoon 

2-3pm 

 

 

 

TRAVELLING WITH YOUR PETS AND BREXIT 
 

   

 

We do not know when Brexit will be, or what effect it will have on 

pet travel abroad this summer. 

If your pet has had a rabies vaccination in the last 3 years it is 

possible that pets will need a rabies blood test and a three month 

wait before they can travel. 

Blood tests must be at least 30 days after the vaccination. 

Please do not rely on blood tests done in the past under the 

previous travel scheme as they were usually done less than 30 

days after the vaccine and will not be valid. 

Please contact us if you wish to discuss this. 

We also advise to check the DEFRA website for up to date 

information before any travel plans are made. 
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                           PARASITE TREATMENT IN SUMMER   

In the summer months is may be necessary to alter or adapt your pet’s parasite 

regime please contact us if you wish to add in tick treatments or are travelling to 

certain parts of Europe. 

http://www.oathall-vets.co.uk/


BBQ DANGERS  

Summertime, especially holidays and weekends, is a great time 

to BBQ. Following a few safety tips will help to keep your BBQ 

safe for your pets: Remember that party food is not for pets. 

Make sure you keep food and drink out of reach.             

Be aware of which "human foods" are dangerous to your pets, 

and make sure your guests know the rules too. Alcohol, corn 

on the cob and bones are particularly dangerous BBQ hazards 

for your pet. Greasy, spicy and high fat foods in general can 

cause an inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis) which can 

be a very serious, and even sometimes fatal, disease. 

Establish boundaries. Sizzling meat can be too hard to resist, 

and if swallowed whole can cause burns to the mouth and 

oesophagus and stomach irritation and ulceration. Having you 

pet under foot around a hot grill is dangerous for everyone. 

Don’t give pets cooked bones, which can shatter easily, are a 

choking hazard, and can cause injury as the splinters can 

become lodged in or puncture your pet's digestive tract. 

Keep your pet away from insect-repellents, citronella candles, 

fertilizers, pesticides, weed killers and rat poison, they are 

loaded with chemicals that are toxic to pets. 

Keep rubbish out of reach. Our pets are skilled when it comes 

to sniffing out tasty leftovers. If covered in grease or other food 

leftovers, aluminium foil, plastic wrap, matches and kebab 

skewers can be very dangerous if your pet gets hold of them. 

Make sure they don’t wander. Parties can be a busy time with 

friends, so make sure your pet doesn't make an escape in the 

commotion. Be sure your dog or cat is wearing an up to date ID 

tag or has a microchip if they accidently get away. Guests 

unfamiliar with pets may not be careful going in and out of the 

house. If your pet appears anxious, take them to a quiet, 

unoccupied room for them to calm down and relax in. 

Don’t light fireworks around your pets. The unfamiliar noise 

frightens pets and even small, quiet fireworks could burn your 

pet if they get too close. Keep unlit fireworks away from your 

pets. They are full of potentially dangerous chemicals. 

Lastly, make sure children are supervised by an adult. Young 
guests unfamiliar with pets, or pets unfamiliar with the 
unpredictable movements of young children can be a recipe for 
injury. 

 

PLACES FOR PETS THIS SUMMER 

Boarding kennels are probably the most 
commonly used holiday option but they are not 
necessarily ideal for every dog. Some dogs, for 
example the old or the timid, might find it a 
particularly stressful experience.  It is important 
to consider if your dog would be happier in a 
home environment with family, friends or a pet 
sitter. 

We can offer owners advice on reducing the 
stress caused by a change in environment. 

 

 

                      Finding a kennel 

When visiting a kennel ask yourself: 

Are the kennels clean and dry? 

Do the animals look clean and happy? 

Has the kennel asked for proof of vaccination? If 
not, your dog may be at risk of disease. 

Many kennels will require that your dog has 
been vaccinated against kennel cough.  This is an 
infectious disease which can not only be caught 
from kennels but from any area where an 
infected dog has been. We strongly advise 
vaccination, even if the kennels do not. 

Is there an up to date licence from the local 
council? 

Is there adequate insurance if your pet needs 
emergency care? 

We hope your pets enjoy their holiday as much 
as you enjoy yours!  

 

 

 

Chronic renal failure is 
incredibly common in cats 
over the age of 7 years.  The 
disease develops over a 
prolonged period of time; 
however, it is often not 
recognisable until at least 
75% of the kidney function is 
lost.  The kidneys filter waste 
products from the 
bloodstream, however when 
they don’t function 
affectively toxins can build 
up in the blood, making the 
cat very ill.  

Early Screening before signs 
appear can lead to 
treatment that may prolong 
the life of your cat. 

Signs can include weight 
loss, drinking more, urinating 
more, lethargy, depression, 
dehydration, vomiting, poor 
coat condition and loss of 
appetite. If you have noticed 
any of these symptoms tell 
your vet immediately as 
investigation may be 
required.

Diagnosis of kidney disease 
can involve urine tests, 
blood tests and blood 
pressure measurements, and 
whilst there is no cure for 
the disease, the best form of 
treatment, to improve 
quality of life and prolong 
the life of your cat is a 
simple change of diet, 
although there are also 
medications that can be 
given to help maintain the 
kidney function. 

 

Please ask your vet about 
Kidney Screening and Renal 
Diets available for your pets. 

 

 
 
 
          

 

 

 
 

*Never leave a dog alone 
in a car. 

*Dogs pant to cool down. 
In hot stuffy cars they 
can’t cool down enough. 

*Leaving a window open 
or a sunshield will not 
keep the car cool 
enough. 

*You can be prosecuted 
for leaving a dog in a hot 
car. 

*If you have to go out 
please leave your dog at 
home. 

 

*Pavements can also be 
very hot during the day 
and can burn the pads of 
your dog’s feet.  

*Do not walk your dog in 
the middle part of the day 

*Wash your dogs feet 
after walks with cool 
water 

 

  

 



 

The only VENOMOUS SNAKE native to the UK is the European adder (Vipera berus). Adults are roughly 50-60cm long and 
have a black/brown zigzag pattern along their back and V or X shaped marking on the back of the head. They are most 
commonly found in the South of England, western Wales and Scotland where their preferred habitats are sand dunes, 
rocky hillsides, moorland and woodland edges. Locally in places like Ashdown Forest and other heathland areas. Adders 
are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

 

Is my dog likely to get bitten?  

Adder bites are fairly rare. Snakes generally only bite in self-defence, so normally bites occur when a snake is stepped on 
or disturbed by your dog. Puppies and young dogs can be especially curious and can unintentionally provoke an adder 
into biting. The majority of bites in dogs seem to occur between April and July, most commonly in the afternoon when the 
adders are most active.  

PLEASE CALL YOUR VET IMMEDIATLEY IF YOU KNOW OR SUPECT YOUR DOG HAS BEEN BITTEN. WE HAVE 
ANTI-VENOM IN STOCK READY TO USE IF NEEDED. 

Important points:  

 Most adder bites occur between April and July 

 Common adder habitats are sand dunes, rocky hillsides, moorland and also woodland edges 

 If your dog is bitten, don’t panic, try to keep them still and seek veterinary attention straight away 

 The most common signs are significant pain and swelling where the bite occurred as well as depression and 
lethargy 

 Less than 5% of patients display more severe signs and complications 

 96-97% of bitten dogs make a full recovery, usually within 5 days, with appropriate treatment. 

 

HOT CROSS DOGS 
Whilst we all hope for continual sunshine throughout the summer months, as far as our dogs are concerned even mild 
weather can be enough to cause heat stroke (hyperthermia) - a raised temperature caused by prolonged exposure to 
increased heat.   
Because dogs do not have the ability to sweat they do not cope as well with high environmental temperatures as we do.  
Whilst they pant in attempt to lower body temperature, this is only an efficient method of cooling when air temperature 
is lower than that of body temperature. 
Heat stroke can cause excessive panting, vomiting, bright red gums, weakness, and in very extreme cases seizures.  If 
you are concerned about any of the above this summer, please don’t hesitate to contact the surgery. 
 
Ways to avoid a case of heat stroke include exercising dogs at cooler times of the day such as early morning or evenings, 
and try not to exert them, ensure that your dog has constant access to plenty of cool drinking water and cool, shaded 
areas if spending lengthy amounts of time outside. 

                       



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

COOL TREATS 

We love this idea for a summer treat for you pooches. 

Simply fill a paper cup with water and place a chew stick in 

it and freeze for a few hours. 

Your dogs will thank you for this cooling treat. 

 

HOME VISITS  

We carry out  home visits on a Thursday  with vet  Matt 

Clark these are especially popular with clients that: 

* are housebound 
* have children to juggle 
* need a taxi to travel 
* have lots of pets 
* have animals that get stressed coming to us 
* have elderly dogs that are not very mobile  
* need to wait in for a delivery! 
 

Please book early as these slots get booked up very 

quickly. 

 

Repeat Prescriptions 
We usually require 24 hours’ notice for dispensing prescriptions and for providing written 

prescriptions.  
If you ring us by 10.00 am we will try to have the items ready for collection the same day.  

If possible, give longer notice to allow for items which may be out of stock  
YOU CAN ALSO REQUEST REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS VIA OUR WEBSITE 

www.oathall-vets.co.uk 
 

 

Oathall Veterinary Group Online Shop 

We have a huge range of items to choose from for all animals including food, toys and 

much more. 

Order online & collect from surgery or opt for home delivery. 
 

Oathall vets offer a 24-hour emergency service for our clients on our premises with our own vets 
and nurses. We have a fully equipped surgery where your pet will be treated by a vet they know 

and who knows them. 
 

We are extremely lucky to have a beautiful 

large garden at the practice.  

This is great for exercising dogs after 

operations and inpatients staying with us. 

We also use it as a quiet place for people 

wish to say goodbye to their pets in a non-

clinical environment when the weather is 

fine. 

http://www.oathall.myvetstore.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


