
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

24 Hour emergency service 

provided on site 

7 days a week. Please 

always phone us first. 

01444 440224 

 

 

www.oathall-vets.co.uk 

 

Normal Opening Hours: 

Monday- 8am – 7pm 

Tuesday- 8am – 7pm 

Wednesday-8am – 7pm 

Thursday- 8am -7pm 

Friday- 8am – 7pm 

Saturday- 9am -1pm 

 

We also offer evening 

appointments 

Mon-Weds and Fri 

7pm - 8pm 

Sat Afternoon 2-3pm 

 

Christmas & New Year 

Opening times 

Saturday 22nd December 

9am-1am by appointment 

Christmas Eve: 
8am-7pm by appointment 

Christmas day: 
Emergencies only 

Boxing Day 
Emergencies only 

Thursday 27
th
 December: 

8am-7pm by appointment 
 
 

New Years Eve: 
8am-7pm by appointment 

     New Years Day: 
Emergencies only 

Wednesday 2
nd
 January 

8am-7pm by appointment 
 

 

 

1.Order your medication and food in plenty of time! The last day to order is 

Thursday 21st December  

  
 

2.Make sure your pets are up to date with their flea and worm treatments or 

you may have some unwanted little guests over Christmas 

3.Poisoning: chocolate, raisins, holly, ivy, poinsettia, lilies and 

antifreeze are all toxic to animals. 

4.Obesity: try to refrain from feeding your pet all the leftovers 

5.Foreign objects: beware of animals chewing baubles, batteries, presents, 

toys etc. 

6.Keep small furries warm: prevent frozen water bottles, provide extra 

bedding, cover them up at night, or bring them inside 

7.Wildlife awareness: check bonfires, under cars, sheds etc. 

 

8.Check our opening times and remember we  are a 24hr emergency vet 

9.Clean feet after walks, to prevent licking off salt and grit from the roads 

and pavements       

10.Meat bones: do not feed your pets bones which can become stuck in the 

throat or cause digestive problems if swallowed   

11.Pancreatitis: if you feed your pets treats over the Christmas period that 

they are not used to be aware that this can lead to a flare up of 

pancreatitis.   

12.Fireworks: these go on throughout Christmas and New Year so be prepared 

with a plug in diffuser or tablets to keep pets calm.   

 

http://www.oathall-vets.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Chocolate:  Whether hung on, or wrapped under the Christmas tree chocolate is 
easily found by pets; but beware chocolate comes with a serious health warning. It 

contains Theobromine which affects the nervous system and hearts of your dogs and 

cats and can be lethal.  

The darker the chocolate, the higher the concentration of theobromine. 

Signs of ingestion include panting, shaking, vomiting, diarrhoea, seizure and can 

lead to death. Remember to keep chocolate out of harm’s way. 

 
 

Raisins and Sultanas: These main ingredients of Christmas cake and Christmas 
pudding are toxic to pets, especially dogs. Ingestion can cause severe intestinal 

upset and even kidney failure.   

 
Christmas Decorations: Sweep up fallen needles from real Christmas trees 
regularly as these can easily get stuck in your pet’s paws or throat and trim the 

lower branches to avoid pets poking their eyes. Make sure your Christmas tree is 

stable and well anchored so that your pet can’t pull it over.  

Cats in particular love trying to knock baubles from the Christmas tree so try to use 

unbreakable decorations. Avoid using glass baubles which can break easily, cutting 

paws and if ingested, can cause serious gastrointestinal complications.  Tinsel and 

ribbon should be avoided, or confined to the higher branches of your tree, as these 

can be attractive to pets and are dangerous to the gastrointestinal tract if your pet 

swallows them. 

 

Festive Foliage: The finishing touches to every home at Christmas often come in 

the form of plants and flowers; however, certain types of plants are highly toxic and 

can even cause death. Poinsettia, Holly, Mistletoe, Amaryllis, Lilies and Yew tree 

are poisonous to pets and must be kept away from these.  Poinsettia can cause 

drooling, oral pain and vomiting. Mistletoe causes vomiting, laboured breathing, 

shock and even death from cardiovascular collapse if ingested.  

 

 

 

*Rabbits, like many other 

animals, find winter tough 

and rely on their owners for 

survival. Even though they 

do wear a warm winter fur 

coat they still need a 

little extra care. 

*Hutches should be raised up 

off the floor to prevent the 

base becoming damp. Rabbits 

do not like draughts. Cover 

the whole hutch with an old 

blanket or carpet and then a 

tarpaulin will help to keep 

the heat in and the weather 

out. During the day leave 

the front open to ventilate 

and at night cover the 

majority. 

*Bedding must be clean and 

dry at all times.  Wet 

bedding could freeze! 

Provide extra bedding; line 

the hutch with newspaper and 

lay a thicker layer of 

bedding.   

*Next pack extra straw into 

the hutch. In a large hutch 

a cardboard box stuffed with 

hay will provide a smaller 

area which will warm up 

around your rabbit, helping 

to keep them snug. Don’t 

forget the hay! 

*Consider purchasing an 

insulated water bottle which 

will help to prevent 

drinking water freezing.  

Specially made rabbit heat 

pads are also available 

which are bite resistant and 

hygienic. 

 

 



 

We would like to thank all of our clients for being so welcoming of 

our two new vets this year. Both have settled in well and we are very 

lucky to have such experienced vets join our team. 

Piya Kakar qualified from the University of Edinburgh in 2006 and has 

gained a wealth of experience and skill working in General Practice, 

charity hospitals and a specialist Referral Centre. 

Piya enjoys all aspects of veterinary work but has a special interest 

and expertise in soft tissue surgery and diagnostic imaging – 

radiograph and ultrasonography. 

Christiane Blahak, who joined Oathall nearly a year ago now, is also a 

very competent and accomplished ultrasonographer. This being her 

special interest alongside internal medicine. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lungworm is a potentially life 

threatening parasite that is carried 

by slugs and snails.  These 

parasites can be passed onto your 

dogs when they eat slugs or snails; 

be it intentionally, or when 

rummaging through the undergrowth.  

Lungworm causes two main problems in 

infected dogs:  

*When not diagnosed/treated lungworm 

can actually be fatal and can cause 

serious health problems in your dogs 

*Lungworm larvae are expelled in the 

faeces of infected dogs, therefore 

spreading the parasite into the 

environment. 

Whilst some dogs show no signs of 

lungworm infection, a few signs to 

look out for include: 

*Breathing problems (exercise 

intolerance, coughing etc.) 

*Poor blood clotting (excessive 

bleeding from minor wounds, nose 

bleeds, pale gums)  

*General sickness (weight loss, poor 

appetite, vomiting, diarrhoea) 

*Changes in behaviour (depression, 

seizures, lethargy) 

Talk to us about prevention today! 

 

 

 
 

 

Cats and Small Furry Clinics  

We are very excited to announce that we now run cat and small furry 

only clinics in our garden annexe. 

The annexe houses its own small waiting room as well as a full size 

consulting room and provides a calm relaxing environment for cats and 

small animals. 

 

This is especially beneficial for cats that get very stressed or scare 

easily. 

The clinics will run on a Tuesday and Thursday afternoon with Vet Nikki 

Fox. Please  call us if you wish to book an appointment, they are 

proving very popular so book early to avoid disappointment. 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS AND ORDERS  
 

We usually require 24 hours’ notice for dispensing prescriptions and 48 hours for providing written prescriptions.  

If you ring us by 10.30 am we will try to have the items ready for collection the same day. 

If possible, give longer notice to allow for items which may be out of stock. 

 

OUR LAST WHOLESALER FOOD AND MEDICATION ORDER BEFORE CHRISTMAS WILL BE THURSDAY 20th DECEMBER FOR DELIVERY 

ON FRIDAY 21st DECEMBER AFTER WHICH WE MAY BE OUT OF STOCK.  

PLEASE ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. 

 

or use our online store to order food toys and much more following the link below and have it delivered to 

your door.www.oathall.myvetstore.co.uk   

 

 

http://www.oathall.myvetstore.co.uk/

